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situation enables us to discern their connec-
tion. In general, however, it seems to me a
mistake to look upon that which most closely
conforms to logical order as the best arrange-
ment of words. On the contrary, one of the
ends of language is to supply the place of
perception. Now, as here, it very frequently
happens that the unimportant comprehensive
background or some striking detail first shows
itself, and not till afterward the more im-
portant event, as the obvious effect comes be-
fore the hidden cause, or passivity on the one
side before compensating activity on the
other: so that discourse will be most distinct
in which the several points of relation are
marshaled in an order that brings them vivid-
ly before the reproductive imagination, no
matter whether or not this corresponds to the
logical order of the relations involved. For
as even in perception our judgment in regard
to this inherent connection is little affected by
the order of succession in which objects hap-
pen to present themselves, so by thought we
can very easily add to the given concrete image
of an event those inherent relations by which
it becomes intelligible; whereas the imagina-'
tion has a highly difficult task when it is called
on to represent successively certain relations at
the bidding of the preceding words, before it
knows the concrete concluding points toward
which the thought is tending.
But if the deviation of spoken words from
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